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The Revelation of John
Revelation 21.10 - 22.1-5
10  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11  having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12  It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed—13  on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15  And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. 16  The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17  He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. 18  The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19  The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 

20  the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 22  And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 

23  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24  By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25  and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26  They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27  But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

1  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 

2  through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3  No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5  And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

God has at least three problems to overcome. First, He cannot convince humans they can know Him personally despite His widespread revealing of Himself in nature and in the Bible – who reads the Bible today?

Second, there is a worldwide shortage of Bibles except in the richest countries where there is an over-supply but which few read. 
The third problem is the Aristotelian
 idea of an inactive God whom humans must discover for themselves is totally wrong as God is always active in His creation, as Jesus taught,
 ‘knock, seek, ask, and the door will be opened to you’ which affirms that animals and many humans do not appreciate them either.
Ironically, the last book of the Bible, known as the Book of the Revelation,
 is for most people the least read and the most difficult to understand, therefore, few of its verses are known and loved as it is with John 3.16.
 
Accordingly, God’s Revelation of Himself is stated in the New Testament scroll of the letter to the Hebrews,
 (whereas) “in the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by His Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.” 

Two problems in understanding this:

1. In literature, God’s ‘revelation’ is generally classified as being ‘apocalyptic‘ 
 which means it can be a momentous or catastrophic event,
 however, Solar and lunar eclipses have become relatively normal in our scientific world today.
In Matthew 24
, the disciples enquire about the one great apocalyptic event to come at the end of the world after Jesus had mentioned the destruction of the Temple.
 Whereas the disciples linked these two events to the same time, Jesus separates them and explains that the Temple would be destroyed before the end of the world due to its repeated misuse of the many annual pilgrimages.
 
The Bible is full of bloodshed as we note from history there were close to 400 wars between the 3rd century BC to the days of Roman rule and 900
 wars since then – several of these lasted for hundreds of years.
 
In human history, “the truth is that violence reigns” and as Greek philosopher Heracleitus said 500 years ago, “violence is father and king of everything.”
H G Wells
 wrote: “Life is born of violence” to which Paul Tournier wrote
 in his brilliant book, The Violence Within, “I always admire the realism of the Bible. It describes man not as we might like him to be, but as he is.” 

Even within the ‘christian family’, violence existed within the long era of the Papacy, which at times had been opposed with fervent hatred by the Scottish Covenanters
 and the viogorous Reformation
 and so on and, since the second century after Christ, there has been 42 ‘anti-pope’ movements to ‘kill-off’ unpopular Popes – the most unpopular one said to be Pope Alexander (1492-1505) who fathered several children by his mistresses.

The evidence is that the Revelation of John is full of symbolism which belongs to the 20th  century as it did in the 1st century but which many people find it too difficult to understand and so to dismiss it as ‘belonging’ to ancient history in order to escape it through avoidance.

However, for those who can persevere, The Late Reverend Canon Leon Morris,
 former Principal, Ridley College, Melbourne, whose scholarly works are expressed in many outstanding Commentaries of the Tyndale Press … joined with J B Phillips
 with the single word of ‘thrilling’ and of being ‘carried, not into some never-never land of fantasy, but into the ever-ever land of God’s eternal values and Judgments
 …” (added text) and which surely must include His wonderful redemption!
The idea of a ‘wonderful redemption’ is linked to the prophet Isaiah
 who points to God as the ‘suffering servant’ 
 and who personally suffers for the sins of the past and to the end of time. In this, Jesus Christ is “the centre of history”.
 And the great surprise is that, as the ‘divine shepherd’ “He goes out into the wilderness to seek the lost sheep.” 

The book of the Revelation of John on the Isle of Patmos is without doubt the most difficult to understand clearly and fully, however, it is also a most profitable as the literature on this particular book is enormous which requires commitment and patience for a very rich reward.
A Tyndale Commentary
 is recommended for an easy-to-understand approach to this difficult but very important subject. As there are various types of expositions, and many translations from the Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, Latin, German and English etc, it will be helpful to learn from a ‘conservative’ 
 perspective before delving into the more challenging task from the one biblical book that “most people love-to-hate … ”.

Like a jig-saw puzzle, each piece in John’s puzzle plays an important part in the overall ‘big picture’ of “Christ’s rich blessing in the midst of human violence – something which a renewed appreciation of John’s great vision can scarely fail to achieve ...”. 
There are four ways of interpreting the Book of the Revelation of John – these are:
1. The preterist view
 which makes us think that certain events in the Book of the Revelation have already happened: this alone is a significant distortion of the truth.

2. The historical view
 that everything from the 1st century after Christ to His coming again has not yet happened – this is significantly misleading.

3. The futurist view believes that from chapter four onwards, these events will happen at the end-time when, and only when Christ returns.
 
4.The idealist (or poetic) view, insists that the main thrust of the book is concerned with inspiring persecuted and suffering christians to endure to the end. – 
Understood properly, the text of the Revelation of John has a ‘thrilling’ message of God’s wonderful plan for the salvation of souls – God’s incomprehensible love and plan for His creation – especially humanity, which we must not forget, was made in the image of God.

Irenaeus (180AD) who came from Asia and had known Polycarp,
 Bishop of Smyrna (70-150AD) and others of his generation, dated the book of the Revelation towards the end of the reign of Domitian (81-96AD).

Domitian is legendary for being one of the worst Roman emperors in history. With his narcissism and suspicion controlling his thoughts and decisions, making his actions cruel and unjust. He turned on the christians!
I will finish with three important things:

1. If you enjoy the challenge of a jig-saw puzzle, you will very much enjoy putting together the marvellous puzzle of the Book of the Revelation – do it one piece at a time in order to arrive at the full and rich picture of God’s story, not what humans have tended to distort throughout history.

1. Ireaeus

I hope that in this message today I have been able to convince you to take up a personal challenge, to get yourself a good commentary on the Revelation of John and read it from cover to cover as you look at the text in your Bible for I am sure you will be similarly affected as great scholars have been “thrilled” by this last book in the Bible called the ‘Book of Revelation’ which is so appropriately called as it has much to reveal to your benefit and to mine as well as the benefit of the whole christian church.
"And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book." I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy." "Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done.” 
Revelation 22.7-12

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit …. World without end until the Coming of the Great and Victorious Jesus Christ who said, 

�.  By means of ‘deductive logic’ Aristotle established logic and an analytic inductive method in the study of natural philosophy and metaphysics.


�. Matthew 7.6. 


�. The English word ‘reveal’ comes from the Greek apokalypsis which means the “unveiling of something hidden” so that it may be seen and known for what it is.


�. John 3.16. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  Verses 17-21 complete the much fuller statement of God’s commitment and sacrifice for His created people.


�. The letter to the Hebrews 1.1-14. Note the assuring rhetorical expression, “are they not all ministering spirits send forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?” Also note: Authorship and date are also unknown.


�. Other New Testament words expressing the idea of God’s revelation are phaneroo as in ‘manifest, to make clear’, epiphaino, ‘show forth’, epiphaineia as ‘manifestation’ and so on. 


�. An event or events that are momentous or catastrophic. 


�. That is, to make a problem or bad situation, or negative feeling, worse.


�. Particularly verses 1-4 where the disciples ask Jesus to “tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and the close of the age?” 


�. The Temple was destroyed in the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman military during the first Jewish Revolt in 70AD. The fall of the city marked the effective conclusion. 


�. “The Temple could contain up to 210,000 persons (and) by no means exaggerated. It will readily be believed what immense wealth this multitude must have brought to the great nation sanctuary.” Alfred Edersheim, The Temple, Hendrickson Publishers, 1994, p43 


�. In the Book of Revelation there is much bloodshed in and around the Roman Empire and so from the early days of John the Baptist through to the conversion of the English hundreds of years later and beyond there were many wars. 


�. History records several very long wars such as the Reconquista lasting 774 years, Anglo-French lasting 748 years, Byzantine-Bulgaria lasting 715 years and the Roman-Persian war lasting 681 years.


�. Herbert George Wells was an English writer. Prolific in many genres, he wrote more than fifty novels and dozens of short stories. His non-fiction output included works of social commentary, politics, history, popular science, satire, biography and autobiography. 


�. Paul Tournier, The Violence Within, Harper and Row Publishers, San Francisco, 1977, p32 


�. For 25 years the Covenanters suffered brutal persecution, and three rebellions (1666, 1679, 1685) were cruelly suppressed. After the English Glorious Revolution (1688–89) an ecclesiastical settlement reestablished Presbyterian church government in Scotland but did not renew the covenants. 


�.  The Protestant Reformation was a religious reform movement that swept through Europe in the 1500s. It resulted in the creation of a branch of Christianity called Protestantism, a name used collectively to refer to the many religious groups that separated from the Roman Catholic Church due to differences in doctrine.


�. A book, Bad Popes was written by E R Chamberlin in 1969. 


�. Leon Lamb Morris (15 March 1914 – 24 July 2006) an Australian � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament" \o "New Testament" �New Testament� scholar. Born in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithgow,_New_South_Wales" \o "Lithgow, New South Wales" �Lithgow, New South Wales�, Morris was ordained to the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican" \o "Anglican" �Anglican� ministry in 1938. He earned � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bachelor_of_Divinity" \o "Bachelor of Divinity" �Bachelor of Divinity� (with first class honors) in 1943 and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master_of_Theology" \o "Master of Theology" �Master of Theology�, both from � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_London" \o "University of London" �University of London� external system. He later received his � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PhD" \o "PhD" �PhD� at the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Cambridge" \o "University of Cambridge" �University of Cambridge� in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England" \o "England" �England� on the subject which became his first major book, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross. He served as � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warden_(college)" \o "Warden (college)" �warden� of Tyndale House, Cambridge (1960–64); � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Principal_(university)" \o "Principal (university)" �principal� of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridley_College_(University_of_Melbourne)" \o "Ridley College (University of Melbourne)" �Ridley College� in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne" \o "Melbourne" �Melbourne� (1964-1979), � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia" \o "Australia" �Australia� (named their library in his honour); and Visiting � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professor" \o "Professor" �Professor� of New Testament at � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_Evangelical_Divinity_School" \o "Trinity Evangelical Divinity School" �Trinity Evangelical Divinity School�.


�. John Bertram Phillips (1906-1982)  or J. B. Phillips was an English Bible scholar, translator, author and clergyman. He is most noted for his version of The New Testament in Modern English. 


�. The Reverend Canon Leon Morris, Principal, Ridley College, Melbourne, whose scholarly works are expressed in many outstanding New Testament Commentaries of the Tyndale Press, so well summarises by joining with J B Phillips with the single word of ‘thrilling’ and of being ‘carried, not into some never-never land of fantasy, but into the ever-ever land of God’s eternal Values and Judgments. 


�. See Isaiah 42.1-3 which states, “behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him, he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.”, 53 is probably the most famous example claimed by Christians to be a messianic prophecy fulfilled by Jesus. It speaks of one known as the "suffering servant," or ebed yahweh (suffering God) who suffers because of the sins of others. Jesus is said to fulfill this prophecy through his death on the cross. 


�. Genesis 3.15 is the earliest mention of God’s vicarious suffering. 


�. D M Baille, God was in Christ. Faber and Faber, London, 1956, p74. 


�. Op. Cit., p62. 


�. Tyndale New Testament Commentaries are generally readily available and currently sell for $16+ for good second-hand copies and upwards to $50 for new and unused ones. Written May 2022. 


�. Conservative evangelicalism is a term used in the United Kingdom to describe a theological movement found within � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism" \o "Protestantism" �Protestantism� and is sometimes simply synonymous with evangelical within the United Kingdom. The term is used more often in the first sense, but conservative evangelicals themselves tend to use it in the second. Conservative evangelicals are sometimes called � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_fundamentalism" \o "Christian fundamentalism" �fundamentalists�, but typically reject that label and are keen to maintain their distinct identity, which is more � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_church" \o "Reformed church" �Reformed�. In this sense, conservative evangelicalism can be thought of as being distinct from � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_Christianity" \o "Liberal Christianity" �liberal� evangelicalism, � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_evangelicalism" \o "Open evangelicalism" �open evangelicalism�, and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charismatic_movement" \o "Charismatic movement" �charismatic� evangelicalism. Some conservative evangelical groups oppose women ministers or women preachers in mixed congregations. 


�. Michael Wilcock, I Saw Heaven Opened, The Message of Revelation, IVP., London, 1975. Written in the Preface in the General Introduction.  


�.  Preterism, ‘the already happened’ that interprets some (partial preterism) or all (full preterism) � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible_Prophecy_(Eschatology)" \o "Bible Prophecy (Eschatology)" �prophecies� of the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible" \o "Bible" �Bible� as events which have already happened and therefore the prophecies of the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Revelation" \o "Book of Revelation" �Book of Revelation� as events that happened in the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_the_1st_century" \o "Christianity in the 1st century" �first century AD�. Preterism holds that � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Israel" \o "Ancient Israel" �Ancient Israel� finds its � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supersessionism" \o "Supersessionism" �continuation or fulfillment� in the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_church" \o "Christian church" �Christian church� at the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jerusalem_(70_CE)" \o "Siege of Jerusalem (70 CE)" �destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70�.


�. Historicist ‘waiting’ view is a method of interpretation in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_eschatology" \o "Christian eschatology" �Christian eschatology� which associates � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible_prophecy" \o "Bible prophecy" �biblical prophecies� with actual historical events and identifies symbolic beings with historical persons or societies. The Historicist view follows a straight line of continuous fulfillment of prophecy which starts in Daniel's time and goes through John's writing of the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Revelation" \o "Book of Revelation" �Book of Revelation� all the way to the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Coming" \o "Second Coming" �Second Coming of Jesus Christ�.


�. The word but is used to introduce a phrase or clause contrasting with what has already been mentioned. 


�.  Both Irenaeus and Tertullian say that Polycarp had been a disciple of John the Apostle, one of Jesus' disciples. In the book, On Illustrious Men, Jerome writes that Polycarp was a disciple of John the Apostle and that John had ordained him as a Bishop of Smyrna.


�.  Domitian, Titus Flavius was Roman Emperor from 81 to 96AD. The son of Vespasian and the younger brother of Titus. He first ruled well but after the failure of his campaigns against the Dacians and Marcomanni, he became cruel and among other things, demanded that he be worshiped as Dominus et Deus (Lord and God). Christians and Jews were persecuted for their refusal to give him divine honours. Tradition declares that one who was banished for his faith was the Apostle John, who then wrote the Apocalypse on the island of Patmos as a message to his suffering brethren. Eventually, Domitian’s behaviour became so intolerable even to pagans that a conspiracy was formed against him, and he was assassinated.


�. Recompense means to make amends to (someone) for loss or harm suffered – compensate/reimburse/repatriate/restitution/reward. 
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