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Easter Message
Luke 10.38-42
38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house.  39  And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 40  But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me." 41  But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42  but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her."
Easter came and went in April this year (2022) and was celebrated around the world as "the most joyous of the christian festivals … in commemoration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ", writes the Encyclopedia Britannica.

The largest christian church in the world, the Holy Catholic Church of Rome,
 promotes Easter as the greatest celebration of all festivities,“… because it is the completion of the Holy week 
 that ends with the resurrection of Jesus.” 

Similarly, protestants celebrate the resurrection of Jesus according to the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John who all wrote “emphasising Christ’s resurrection” as a sure and certain truth and which secular evidence is increasing in its tacit support through geology.
 
In His own ministry of declaring the ‘truth of God’, Jesus often spoke of “the resurrection of the dead” 
 as a sure and certain thing: He uses the Greek word anastasis which means a ‘standing up’ or ‘rising up’ as distinct from lying down as is the common factor of death.

A long held christian belief is the ‘harrowing of hell’ which, during that time when Jesus was triumphant in His Resurrection and brought the message of His salvation to the souls held captive ‘since the beginning of the world’.

That Greek word anastasis means a ‘standing or rising up’ in a resurrected and living state as distinct from a ‘lying down’ as is common in death for all living creatures.
Our understanding of the rich teaching of Jesus is based on The Greek-English Lexicon of Arndt & Ginrich
 which is described as an “invaluable reference work” and “a tool indispensable for the study of early christian literature …”.

Young’s Analytical Concordance is the most “comprehensive, exhaustive and accurate Concordance to the Bible ever published and provides 311,000 references, 3,000 readings and 70,000 Greek and Hebrew words and the research behind them, is highly analytical and correct in its description, history and context.
Accordingly, following the accuracy of the Greek in John’s gospels which teaches a “theology of life” by recording the seven signs Jesus did during His ministry and which has been scoffed at from the beginning, it makes clear that Jesus was very concerned about the physical dimension of human life as well at it’s spiritual possibilities - 
These are:
1. Changing water into wine at Cana in John 2:1-11.

2. Healing the royal official's son in Capernaum
in John 4:46-54
3. Healing the paralytic at Bethesda in John 5:1-15
4. Feeding the 5000 in John 6:5-14
5. Jesus walking on water in John 6:16-24
6. Healing the man blind from birth in John 9:1-7
7. The raising of Lazarus in John 11:1-45
The focus is often placed upon the story of Lazarus of Bethany, a close friend of Jesus and to whom He travelled for several days to arrive at the tomb to pronounce that “Lazarus is dead” -  a grievious fact to Christ personally and to countless others, family members and friends. However, this demonstration by Jesus of having the power of God over death, outraged the Jewish officials so much they vigorously plotted against Jesus to kill him..

And so, in the context of these seven ‘signs’ in the Gospel of John,
 is the final straw in the miracles and ministry of Jesus, exemplifying the power of Jesus "over the last and most irresistible enemy of humanity: death.”
Accordingly, Easter is the oldest and greatest festival of christianity because it overcomes death with life – everlasting life. 
In the first three hundred years ‘after His (Christ’s) death and resurrection’ there was a difference of opinion between the churches of Alexandria
 and Rome
 as to the method of calculating the date of Easter but since the Council of Nicaea
 in AD 325 the date has been determined by the Jewish Passover
 and that falls on the Sunday nearest to the 14th Nissan.
 

However, from the 2nd Century AD there was considerable diversity and debate over the dating of the Christian Easter; the churches of Asia Minor for a long time followed the ‘quartodeciman’ reckoning, by which it was observed regularly on the 14th Nissan.

Those of Rome and elsewhere followed a calendar which commemorated the passion year-by-year on a Friday and the resurrection on a Sunday – the latter mode prevailed.
And so, it is this emphasis upon "joyous" that we probably the get the name Easter. It was not until the 7th century, when Bede
 of England dedicated a month of events at the end of Christ's life to the `goddess of the spring' that we got the name Easter and thereby celebrating the most joyous festival of all. 

The road to Jerusalem was not a road which was easy for Jesus to take – especially under the caustic accusations against Him, the litany of charges, the false claims and assertions such as His failing to heal Jewish people because He was ‘busy’ healing others outside Israel – surely, a most trivial and hair-splitting matter used for the cruel purpose of condemning Him.

No one ever looked forward to death, especially by execution on a Cross as a hated criminal and so Luke writes of Jesus:
"When the days drew near for him to be received up he set his face to go to Jerusalem" knowing that before Him awaited those serious accusations, lies, betrayal, abandonment, trials, injustice, persecution and a lonely criminal condemnation and execution.
Mark, with an astute touch, describes this last journey of Jesus and writes: "And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them; and they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid".
So there we have it, up front, ahead of these struggling disciples, Jesus was walking, and there was something about him on this occasion which made them hesitate to intrude upon that silence and stillness in which he was enveloped.  

And yet, un-be-known to all except Jesus, the time had come for the plan of God to proceed – Jews had come from all over the world for the Passover and yet, so it would seem, oblivious to the fact that “God’s will” for His creation was taking place in their midst of rejoicing in the Passover.

It was that special time when the city was crowded to its utmost capacity:  not only from all over Palestine but also from all over the world.

As the years had passed on the crowds were getting bigger and accommodation almost impossible to get as Joseph and Mary found out some thirty years earlier: commodities were in great demand, prices were grossly inflated and the atmosphere was ‘profound'.  
There was no greater time in the Jewish calendar than the Passover and Cestius the Governor, wanted to keep an eye on things numerically and so ordered the priests to take a count of the number of Jews who came to Jerusalem to observe the Passover.

There wasn't any easy way to do a head count and so the priests resorted to the most accurate way available.  They counted the people by the number of Passover Lambs slain.

This year 256,000 lambs were slain for the Passover, and, at each Passover meal there was always a minimum of ten people and as many as twenty, the priests told Cestius the number of people in Jerusalem this year would be about 2 million and that was a lot of people jammed into a town about the size of Hurstville or Burwood!

The feeling was tremendous:  it was a holiday atmosphere:  ‘the corks were popping’ 
 and the friendship was great.  On top of this, because there was no greater religious festival than the Passover, the religious feeling was intense.  There was nothing more important to a Jew than the Passover and there was no place on earth like Jerusalem!

So, when Jesus came into Jerusalem, he walked straight into the midst of his enemies.  By this time, Jesus was an outlaw with a price on his head.  John records: "the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where Jesus was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him."
As he approached Jerusalem the disciples now brought the ass which he had been previously arranged.  Upon this animal of peace, Jesus now headed for Jerusalem `out in the open', in full view of the crowds and straight into the hands of his enemies. The crowds applauded!
In the Garden Jesus stood alone even though He had with him his three closest friends, Peter, James and John to help him share his vigil:  but they were so physically tired and emotionally drained that sleep overcame them.  

This scene in the Garden, as we picture it, reminds us that in the light of the Bible our life is seen as a gift from God, an incomparable treasure entrusted by Him to us, a talent which we must put to use to glorify God in.

To let ourselves be crushed, to allow the aspirations which God has put in our hearts be stifled, to keep our convictions to ourselves, to abdicate our own personality, to allow someone else to substitute their tastes, their will, and their ideas for ours, that would be a denial of what we see here in Christ.
And here is the essence of the physical ??? the road to Jerusalem, the Garden of Gethsemane, the seven "Thy will be done".  

No sooner had Jesus come to this great moment than the quiet of the garden was broken by the trample of feet, the clank of arms, and the shouting of men.  The Jewish authorities had come in force to catch a violent and dangerous criminal, the equivalent of taking a canon to issue a parking offence!

Why did they come in such force then?  Surely, they were so deeply afraid of His love it unnerved them to the extreme of their fear!

It is quite clear that Jesus went voluntarily to death.  It is his own saying that he could have called a legion of angels to his defence, if he so willed.  "Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels ?"  Jesus told them.

Here again then, we note the courage, courage not to call upon the angels and take the easy way out and courage to urge those who came to arrest him to do their work, as John records:

"Then, Jesus, knowing all that was to befall him, came forward and said to them, `Whom do you seek ?'  They answered him, `Jesus of Nazareth'.  Jesus said to them, `I am he'... they drew back and fell to the ground."

And as the arrest works itself out, as it becomes clear that Jesus would not lift a hand to defend himself and forbid Peter to help him, there came the tragic end.  The road to Jerusalem and the road to Gethsemane had been shared with his disciples, at least their presence was there, but the road from Gethsemane back to Jerusalem was one that Jesus would walk alone in every meaning of that word, for in that moment of arrest, his disciples were overcome with fear and deserted him.

One thing remains, even when we have set the tragedy of the garden and the arrest at its blackest, its bitterest and its darkest:  one indelible impression remains, and that is, in it and through it, from the time he started out on the road to Jerusalem, he was completely in control.  He was never the helpless victim, he was always the master of loving circumstance.

As they led Jesus away from the Garden, whatever they did to him as their fears may have dictated, he remained in control through his courage of love … his supreme courage.

This message is about courage and it is also about fear.  Fear, believe it or not, is the narrow gate of which Christ speaks, and apart from which we cannot find God.  Grace is promised to him/her who recognizes their weakness, and not to them who boasts of their strength.

The Bible, with it’s realistic knowledge of the human heart, repeats 365 times the words `fear not' which we humans are prone to do much more than we realise and so, it is considerably unfair to ‘point the finger’ at Martha who was anxious and compare her to her sister Mary who was not anxious but made the most of her time with Jesus.
Christ, with his incredible human insight, knew that there is no life without fear.  He was not exempt from it since he was incarnate in human flesh and who`dropped blood like beads of perspiration' because of it.

Christ, however, practised the one answer to all fear, he practised the commitment of all things to God ... not the least being his own life.  Fear is soon converted to courage when it is acknowledged before God and offered to him as our need for his intervention.

This is the correct focal point for all fear ... bring it to God, tell him about it ... openly admit to it ... tell him how it feels ... what it does to you ... remind him of how persistent it is ... don't be impatient that it is not dealt with first go.

Jesus, our example of courage, supreme courage gives us words of invaluable advice when he said,
"Be not afraid of them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul, but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and the body in hell".

He is not talking here about the devil as some think, he is talking here about God the Father.

Jesus, then, not only shows us but tells us that the way to overcome our every harmful fear is to obey God in His will for us:  this can mean only one thing ... courage, the supreme courage of the love of God and His supreme love for those who love Him.

AMEN
�. The Date of Easter and its Controversies. Hans J Hillerband, Encylopedia Britannica. No date is given but estimated to be 1968 as the article quoted from refers to an article which reports from the decision of the Council of Nicaea, 325AD. A New Eusebius, edited by J Stevenson, SPCK, London, 1957, p370.








�. As the world's oldest and largest continuously functioning International institution, the Roman Catholic Church has played a prominent role in the history and development of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_civilisation" \o "Western civilisation" �Western civilisation�. Founded in Judea, the church consists of 221,700 parishes, 640 archdioceses, 2,851 dioceses, 5,364 bishops, 414,336 priests and 48,238 deacons. The � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope" \o "Pope" �Pope�, who is the bishop of Rome, is the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_supremacy" \o "Papal supremacy" �chief pastor� of the church. The � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_See" \o "Holy See" �Holy See� of Rome and the Roman Curia its principal offices in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City" \o "Vatican City" �Vatican City�, a small enclave of the Italian city of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome,_Italy" \o "Rome, Italy" �Rome�, of which the Pope is � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state" \o "Head of state" �head of state�. 


�. Holy Week is � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Palm+Sunday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MDOIL1rEyh2QmJOrEFyal5JYCQD4D01JGgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoAHoFCIIBEAI" �Palm Sunday�, � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Holy+Monday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3MDE0KCssXMTK7ZGfU6ngm5-XklgJAENhPxkcAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoAXoFCIIBEAM" �Holy Monday�, � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Holy+Tuesday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3MDE0KCsqW8TK45GfU6kQUppanJJYCQCSUMKpHQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoAnoFCIIBEAQ" �Holy Tuesday�, � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Holy+Wednesday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MM02SypcxMrnkZ9TqRCempKXWpySWAkAh0l86x4AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoA3oFCIIBEAU" �Holy Wednesday�, � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Maundy+Thursday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MDQrM7NcxMrvm1ial1KpEJJRWlScklgJAFm8ix0fAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoBHoFCIIBEAY" �Maundy Thursday�, � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Good+Friday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3SKswj1_Eyu2en5-i4FaUmZJYCQAk5oabGgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoBXoFCIIBEAc" �Good Friday�, � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Holy+Saturday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MMpLK6tYxMrrkZ9TqRCcWFJalJJYCQDGW7GHHQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoBnoFCIIBEAg" �Holy Saturday� and � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enAU775AU775&q=Easter+Sunday&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MMqKN1nEyuuaWFySWqQQXJqXklgJAO_nbgEcAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDvb34xOr4AhXg43MBHbsbAEIQmxMoB3oFCIIBEAk" �Easter Sunday�. 


�. According to the Roman Catechism of the Catholic Church, the resurrection of Jesus as the model of the resurrection of all the dead, as well as the cause and model of repentance, which the catechism calls "spiritual resurrection." 


�. Jesus appeared to his discipes after his crucifixion. The earliest record of these appearances is in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 15.3-7. To follow this statement through, see also, Galatians 1.18-19, Acts 1.11, Luke 9.51, Mark 16.19, Acts 3.21 and 1 Corinthians 15.4. Philippians 2.6-11. 


�. In the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John there are 14 notable occasions when Jesus speaks of the resurrection as a “standing or rising up”.  Matthew in 27.53 testifies to some coming ‘out of their graves’ after the resurrection of Jesus. Luke in his book called the Acts of the Apostles mentions six occasions or or testimonies regarding the resurrection: Acts 4.2, 4.33, 17.32, 23.6, 23.8 and 24.21 in particular


�.  � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ" \o "Jesus Christ" �Jesus Christ�'s descent into the world of the dead is referred to in the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles%27_Creed" \o "Apostles' Creed" �Apostles' Creed� and the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athanasian_Creed" \o "Athanasian Creed" �Athanasian Creed� (Quicumque vult), which state that he "descended into hell" (descendit ad inferos), although neither mention that he liberated the dead. His � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Descent_to_the_underworld" \o "Descent to the underworld" �descent to the underworld� is alluded to in the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament" \o "New Testament" �New Testament� in � HYPERLINK "https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1pet+4%3A6&version=NASB" �1 Peter 4:6�, which states that the "good tidings were proclaimed to the dead".The � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catechism_of_the_Catholic_Church" \o "Catechism of the Catholic Church" �Catechism of the Catholic Church� notes � HYPERLINK "https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A9&version=NRSV" �Ephesians 4:9�, which states that "[Christ] descended into the lower parts of the earth", as also supporting this interpretation. These passages in the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible" \o "Bible" �Bible� have given rise to differing interpretations. The Harrowing of Hell is commemorated in the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar" \o "Liturgical calendar" �liturgical calendar� on � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Saturday" \o "Holy Saturday" �Holy Saturday�


�. Published by the University of Chicago in 1957 and has therefore become the standard textbook for Greek translation since, it states on p59 that (1) ‘because of Christ, He is destined for the rise and fall of many …’ and (2) ‘the resurrection from the dead of Jesus is the certainty of the resurrection hope guaranteed by Him.” See 1 Corinthians 15.12, Philippians 3.10 and Luke 14.14 as written by Paul the Apostle.


�. John 11.1-57. John 12.9-19, 27-50. John 13.21-35 and John 14.1-11.





�.  The Church of Alexandria in Egypt is the Christian Church headed by the Patriarch of Alexandria. It is one of the original Apostolic Sees of Christianity, alongside Rome, Antioch, Constantinople and Jerusalem.


�. The Church of Rome is the Christian Church headed by its bishops to be the successors to Jesus's apostles and the Church's leader, the Bishop of Rome (also known as the Pope), to be the leading authority.


�. “We bring you good news relative to unity of judgement on the subject of the most holy feast of Easter … the East … the Romans … rejoicing … in general unanimity and peace …”. A New Eusebius, J Stevenson, SPCK, London, 1957, p370. 


�.  Easter is a word used in the Germanic languages to denote the festival of the vernal equinox, and subsequently with the coming of Christianity, to denote the anniversary of the resurrection of Christ (which in Greek and Romance tongues is denoted pascha, ‘Passover’, And its derivatives.) 


�. This means that the extreme limits of Easter are from March 21 to April 25. 


�.  In John, Jesus died on the Day of Preparation (14 Nisan), the day before the Passover meal, sometime after noon but before sunset later that evening. According to Josephus in The Jewish War, VI. 9.3, this would have been "from the ninth hour till the eleventh" (3 p.m. to 5 p.m.).


�.  Bede, also known as Saint Bede and The Venerable Bede (672-735AD) was an English monk at the monastery of St. Peter and its companion monastery of St. Paul in the Kingdom of Northumbria of the Angles.


�.  Not intended to be understood in the literal sense.
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