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The Parable of the Prodigal Son
Luke 15.11-32
11  And he said, "There was a man who had two sons.

12  And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' And he divided his property between them. 13  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14  And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15  So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16  And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17  "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19  I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants."' 20  And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21  And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22  But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23  And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate. 25  "Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26  And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27  And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.' 28  But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29  but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!' 31  And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32  It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"

Clearly, this is an all too frequent human “can’t win” situation: the father appears to have done nothing wrong but is now caught between a ‘rock and a hard place’. He loves his two sons but the sons are deeply divided and probably now ‘miles apart’  and he is caught in-between!

The younger son wants out and to live a different and independent life … his mind is “made up”, 'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' 
Was this ‘selfishness’ or a ‘mental health problem’, perhaps a ‘mood change’, or just another internalised problem of adolescence, or maybe, ‘a superiority complex’ as a reaction to some deep feeling of inferiority, as noted by Alfred Adler

There is, of course, a plethora of reasons this young man wants ‘out’ and looking for something better than just being a farm-hand for the rest of his life Et cetera.

It must have been compelling for ‘the father divided his living between them’ and not many days later, “the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he sqandered his wealth in loose living.” 
No real surprise apart from the fact that the father gave his youngest son total control of his inheritence and left nothing in reserved to fall back on and when he had squandered his wealth through “reckless” living – says the Greek, and as J B Phillips
 translates, “he squandered his wealth in the wildest extravagance.” He was ‘stoney broke’.

To add ‘insult to injury’ 
 this young man now faced two disasters at the same time: first, he ran out of money and, second, he ran into a famine in the land and, without money, no one wanted him and he had nothing left to buy himself out of trouble.

The only job he could get was to feed pigs and for a young Jewish young man this was the ‘pits of hell’. A common rabbinic saying in those days was, ‘cursed be the man who would breed swine.’ 
 Pigs were not only a taboo but also a deep revulsion for Jews.
To his credit, the son who had now, well and truly, ‘hit a brick wall’ 
 heads back home to his father who just happened to be looking down the road for his son – this alone touches the heart of countless people.

How many ‘lost’ people have been found by God in their lostness. How many alcoholics have discovered God in their hell-hole of ‘demon drink’ and how many orphans have found in God’s open-hands their true home of love. 

The scene of father and son coming together is deeply loving and very emotional: the father running to him with a the loving embrace and kissing him – the Greek katephilesen
 means ‘many times with affection’ and tenderly.

Told by Jesus, this Parable is called the Prodigal Son and most people regard it as the finest of all the parables and it has been the most popular parable over the centuries and even before the Bible was in print in 1455.

A parable generally paints a picture from ‘everyday life’ and so Jesus often used these to make his message about God and of human life more understandable.

This parable of the prodigal son has been long regarded as the finest of all parables
 and a very large part of this is attributed to the result that the father of the two sons is just like God – he could not win but he was determined not to let love fail his sons.
Humans like to categorise sin on a scale of next-to-nothing to the point of some sins being unforgiveable and so we have the seven deadly sins, the four sins of attitude, action, neglect and intent or simply three sins of heart, mind and soul. Thomas Aquinas started this! 

Simply put, the fact that the son returned to his father and the father ran to him with open-arms of love, means that all sin is dealt with by love: God’s love for His children: it is not totally dependent on our faithfulness which is prone to fail; it is the focus on God’s love as an ‘a-priori’
 open your eyes and see God’s love everywhere in the universe that He made and which means He loves us while we are self-centred as we see in the younger son who had no obvious consideration of others:
 headstrong, stubborn, obstinate and difficult to control or predict: but when he came to the end of himself, God brought him back to his father’s love.

When we change and repent of our sins, God runs to us with open arms and affectionate kisses. The bible teaches that there is only one sin – one unforgiveable sin and that is “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit”
 as a total resistance against Him!
This story of the young man is full of important detail: on his return he headed home and went straight to his father. What a wonderful father who sent his servants scurrying for the best robe, a golden ring, shoes that marked him out as a freeman and no longer a slave or servant but restored to be a precious son again.
The elder brother was far from happy, probably hurt and bewildered, unimpressed as to be ‘cut to the heart’ but the father was wonderful to his older son too and pledged to him, “son, all that is mine is yours”.
The bottom line of this parable called ‘the prodigal son’ is that it is not just another parable
 of life with a commendable moral or spiritual lesson to apply to life for this parable is the one parable that teaches us so much about the character and nature of God the Father, even when we push him aside, ignore, abandon, reject and grieve him – He is always looking down the road for his wayward children.
The story of the prodigal son gives us the indelable
 story of love coming from the personal character and nature of God Himself, for God’s love does not depend on our faithfulness, His love is unwavering and unconditional unless we quench Him.
 
An important part of this story is the detail given that when the father saw his son coming, the father ran to his son and then after their loving embrance walked home together.

Kenneth Bailey, author of a book, The Cross & the Prodigal,
 explains that if a Jewish son lost his inheritance among Gentiles, and then returned home, the Jewish community he lived in would perform a ceremony, called the kezazah.
 
They would put a large clay pot in front of the offending person – mostly a son, and yell at him, “You are now cut off from your people!” And they would smash it and the community he once belonged to would ostricize and reject him.
So, it would seem, the father probably ran to his son in order to get to him before he entered the village and have the kezaza invoked upon him. 
In running, the father brings shame upon himself for no Middle Eastern man would run to his son, especially in these circumstances, but the father in this story, rushes ahead in order to get to his son before the community got to him and thereby saves his son from the shame and humiliation of their taunting and ostracization and of being cut-off from them, and so, the one person who would have been fully justified in condeming him actually showered him with hugs and the kisses from the love in forgiveness.
Can you believe God is like that!

We should … for that is exactly the kind of Father-God that Jesus gave up His glory in Heaven to bring to the world of sinners.

I wonder how many times each day the father looked down that road for His son.

The words from the song From a Distance – sung by Bette Midler
 has the key line, ‘from a distance’ which is repeated eleven times. 
‘From a distance’ is in itself is a kind of mini-parable about God and all His wayward children in the world who are instruments, marching in a common band with heartfelt songs of hope, songs of peace, songs of “every man” - 
O yes, God is watching us …
God is watching us … closely
God is watching us … from a distance – and always ready to run to us and welcome us home to Him. AMEN

�. As coined by Alfred Adler in 1900. Superiority complexes were first identified by Alfred Adler, an early psychologist, in his theory of individual psychology. He defined superiority complexes as a reaction to a deep feeling of inferiority. The idea behind the theory of individual psychology is that everyone is trying to overcome a sense of inferiority. 


�.  Translated literally from Latin, Et means 'and', while cētera means 'the rest'; thus the expression translates to 'and the rest'. 


�. John Bertram Phillips (1906-1982) or J. B. Phillips was an English Bible scholar, translator, author and clergyman. He is most noted for his version of The New Testament in Modern English.  


�. The phrase "stoney broke" we probably owe to an impoverished Irish adventurer, Andrew Robinson Stoney, who married an heiress for her money, but it was all in a trust fund, and he died as he lived, stoney broke.


�.  To ‘add insult to injury’ is a very old phrase, it comes from one of the fables told by Aesop, who lived in Ancient Greece. The fable in question is The Bald Man and the Fly. A fly bites the bald man on the head. In an effort to kill the fly, the bald man slaps himself on the head so hard he hurts himself.


�. Pigs were not ‘kosher’ in Israel as they were the ultimate symbol of loathing. Called ‘davar acher’ rather than pig. Judaism abhorred them because they carry disease, spread filth and wallow in the muck as well as eat revolting things. They were regarded as the symbol of hypocrisy and were likened to the Roman Empire for such. The sages forbid raising pigs anywhere in the land of Israel.


�. In general, hitting the wall refers to depleting your stored glycogen and the feelings of fatigue and negativity that typically accompany it. Glycogen is carbohydrate that is stored in our muscles and liver for energy.   


�. Greek ‘katephilesen’ means to kiss fervently as in affection and is only used seven times in the New Testament. The key one being to ‘greet’ each other with a kiss (Rom 16.16, 1 Corinth 16.16, 16.20, 2 Corinth 13.16, 1 Thess 5.26 and 1 Peter 5.4. Luke points to Judas as the one who betrayed Jesus with a kiss. Luke 7.45 cf 22.48. 


�. Many regard this superb story as the finest of all the parables. In his Tyndale Commentary, Leon Morris writes, “the human heart responds to the message of God’s forgiving for sinners so plainly set forth. IVP, 1974, p239. C J Tinsley in his Cambridge Commentary, 1965, p14 believes this parable “takes into consideration doubts, difficulties, and objections … especially for the hard Roman world.”  


�.  Gutenberg Bible, also called 42-line Bible or Mazarin Bible, the first complete book extant in the West and one of the earliest printed from movable type, so called after its printer, Johannes Gutenberg, who completed it about 1455 working at Mainz, Germany.


�. Metzger & Coogan, The Oxford Companion to the Bible, Oxford University Press, 1993, p 567 explain that “parable” covers a broad semantic range as well, for the Greek parabole was used to translate masal in all but two instances, hence the Greek ‘parable’ or ‘proverb’.


�. Tyndale Commentary on Luke, Leon Morris, IVP 1974, p235 


�. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) regarded sin and vices radically different from other (and later) approaches with his “thoughts, words and deeds against eternal law – sins of ommission and sins of commission.” 


�. A priori is a term applied to knowledge considered to be true without being based on previous experience or observation. In this sense, a priori describes knowledge that requires no evidence. A priori comes from Latin and literally translates as “from the previous” or “from the one before.”  


�. Legally, as it was in those days, if and when a younger son asked for “the share of property that falls to me.” This is dealt with as a technical formula used in the papyri of ‘the paternal inferitance’.Eg: a father might leave his worldly goods to his heirs by last-will-and-testament in which case he was bound by the provisions of the Law and this would mean that the first-born received two thirds of the whole. See Deuteronomy 21.17. Note that he could makes gifts before he died and this gave him a freer hand.  Of note is that “if a man decided to make gifts”, he normally gave the capital but retained the income. He could no longer dispose of the capital, only his interest in the income. But the recipient could get nothing until the death of the giver. He could sell the capital if he chose, but the buyer could not gain possession until the death of the donour.  


�.  "Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit" is conscious and hardened opposition to the truth, "because the Spirit is truth" (1 John 5:6). Conscious and hardened resistance to the truth leads humans away from humility and repentance, and without repentance there can be no forgiveness. In other words, an inner hardening of attitude towards God and His love and forgiveness.


�. There are 39 parables in the King James Version of the New Testament. 


�. Indelable ink or pen make marks that cannot be removed. 


�. Isaiah 49.15-17. Asks a rhetorical question: “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne. Though she may forget, I will not forget you.” 


�. Honored in 2006 as a "Year's Best Book for Preachers" by Preaching magazine. Where is the cross in the parable of the prodigal son? For centuries, Muslims have called attention to the father's forgiveness in this parable in order to question the need for a Mediator between humanity and God. Kenneth Bailey, 2005. Amazon.


�. Kezazah is "a severing of connections," (literaly. "a cutting-off ") which is a technical term used in the Talmud for a ceremony of ‘severing’, whereby a family severs its connection with one of its members who marries a person beneath his social rank, or when one sells (or in this case squanders) part of his estate.





�. Valerie Strauss of theWashington Post, wrote an article called Democrasy Dies in Darkness – February 12, 2015. It started a debate about the purpose of education which never seems to end and stirred up a ‘hornet’s nest’ of opinions and which people are still responding to 7 years on. “Education” it is said, is knowledge about everything except moral behaviour … God is no longer welcome in the classroom.” 


�. The song was written by American singer-songwriter Julie Gold in 1985 and recorded by Nanci Griffith in 1987. Several others also recorded it but Bette Midler made it a worldwide hit in 1990 during the war in the Middle East. Julie Gold stated that she believe in an imment and beneficient God. 
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